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THAT the Reader tay the more eafily and fully uns 
A -derfland the following publication, it ds proper ^ — 7 
E thats by way of Preface, he foould be informed of . 
its rife, and of the reafons why it appears fo infinifoed ~ 
aud iuageurate fromthe Profi, > 00. pt 
| In December 1784, at: Foneftorough, inthis State, C 
a Convention held, and having agreed to a Gonflitutions | 
recommended and beld it out to the people for their confie ` n 
deration, fignifying to the people, that before the explraz — . | 
tion of one year they fbould choofe,a Convention, for the 
` exprefs purpofe of adopting. it im the name’ of the peoples ^. | 
or altering it, as infiru@ted by them which zs attefed > 
. by the Ruolo? elf, and a Rejilve of the Afendy ^ — -: 
' wubich fat Auguft 1785. PA 7 ; i 
c Well, accordingly, the late Ganwention met at Greenes E 
mille, November the 14th, 1785-3 and, from different > 
parts of the States the people laid in infiradions; which © >t 
(o fotwed that there was a great diverfity and comtrarigty — 0 
‘of fertiments among /ithen: However, ‘the Gomoentiot | 
after famë debate agreed to appoint a cémmitiee of their ©. | 
members, wha fhould prepare a Form of Governmentte 
ny MR Pe whole Convention, that t might be exam ` 
tered, amended, and added to, as the majority’ 
fren phink proper $^ and thus be perfected and fnifbed |. 
dn as. atcurate a mannet a3 the united avifdom of tbe S 
members of Gonvention could doy, ^ > ^ >. a 
"After the committee vetired, the fri thing of atcount-- 
they agreed upon, was, x proceed upon bufine/s by taka —— 
Glock so A! eg 24 
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- dn confequence of which, the whole boufe took up 
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 auork or foundation, and, togetber with it, all political 


TE 

dag the Conflituiion of North Carolina for their ertund | 
i 

i 


bolps that tho thirteen Confiitutions, the inftrudtions of | 
the people, and anyother quarter might afford, to pre- | 
pare a Report to lay before the Conwention, Ia this | 
smanner the commitice proceeded, adbering ftriély 24 the : 
ground-uork, Vize North Carolina Conftitution,s vee | 
taining of ib whatever appearcd faitahle, end to 23 cole, 
leled pieces out of their otber political helps, "till they | 
had juf fo formed their plan, that it might be laid be- 
fore tbe whole Conuention, that, as bas been faid, it 
aight be examined, altered, amended, and added to, as 
the majority foould think beft | 
The whole bouft. having met, the Report of tbe Conse, 
exittee was laid beforetbem, and rejeđed in ied 3 


{ 
j 


orth 
Carolina Conftitetion, aud, bgflily reading it off apa 
proved of iè iir tbe gencral, whilft the friends to the 
Report of the Committee firove ta introduces Gut all in 
«pain, fome material parts of their plan, viz. Jingle 
houfe of Legiflation, equal and adequate reprefentation 

the exclifion of the attorneys from the Affimbly, &e, 
and, failing im thefe mof important points, theyy by the 
unanimous confent of the whole Convention, obtained 
eave to enter upon the Fournals -their diffent fà what 
Bad been carried in Convention, and alfo to bold out to 
the people, for their confideration, the Report of the 
Committee, excape the greater part of the thirty-fecond 
Scion, which, upon fecond thought, they objected PA 


_ And, for peoples greater fatisfaction, tbe follewing iv 


a trae copy of the Diffint, taken from the Journals of 
the Conucntidte, ~ y m et d 
«€ A Difent entered by the following members ü 
evhat Das been agreed to in Gomvention : " mE 
ci Becaufe we deem the Report ef tbe Committee, 
excluding that part of the thirty-fecond Article, which 
fixes a tax upon certain articles, as indigo, tobacto, 
four, &c. 10 be che sense of a majority of the freemen 
of Frankland, aud mare agreeable to a Republi ican Gae 
ernment 3 
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ernment : whith Repirt fo amended we bold and for tia 
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zonfideration of the People” x 
. David Campbel, : David Looney, 


- Samuel Houfton; -` - John Blair, ; - . 
. John Tipton;. . ' James White, 
775. John Ward,  . "^ °. Samuel. Newel, 
>  *RobertLove, . .-*John Gilliland | = 
^, “William Cog, - -. james Stuart, ^ 
^ - David Craig, i: George Maxwell, .-. - 
. James Montgomery, Jofeph. Tipten, 
John Strain,- . .Peter Parkifon. 
Robert Allifon;. 


ROS 


Candid Reader, when you-confider ail thefe things; 
| reu will very. readily. account foy the inaccuracies of ihe, 
Report, and Jee fall vroom to pajs thems ower without. 
critical and fevere remarks. For it is certain, from 
be nature of things, and the decoration of many of 
thofe who entered the above Diffent, that they did not 
book upon.the above Report- by any means as a jinifoed and 
perfet piece, as its. warmef advocates themfelves faid 
az Gonvention, and therefore that they, as well as they 
who avere its encmiess meant to infped? every paragraph 


`~ narrowly, aud: what, upon matare deliberation, ap- < 
peared good, to receive, aud by a majority of votes cone ` 


Ns as 
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# we 
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frm, dnd what did, not, to.rejed o For the true light iz. 


whith it foould be vievied, is, that every fentencewas - 


a mere propofal, unfinifbed; unconfirmed, and not to ba 
efablibed, *tilltbe whole houl, after due examination 
and debate upon it; bad approved of it. Hence it mujff 
appear evident to the impartial reader, that the loud and 
bitter outcry that bas been ratfed aguinft the Reporta 
dts friends, is not like the friendly eviticifia of loving 


citizens, but refeutbles the advantages enemies take off 


‘one another, and the ufe they make of them, when exs 
cited by malice and bitter enmity, 


` 


To conclude ; dear reader, lay afide prejudices and — 
search bonoffly for tratb, aed not for catebes and guib- - 


bles, patiently weighing every. part in couucction with 
théwiale, and very probably you will clearly fee, that 
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soe genral part and the fabflance of the Report of the 


Committee contains principles, prowifions, and reffricii- 
ons wich fecurt the poor and the ruled from being trams 
pled upon by the rich and rulers; alfo their property and 
mbney from being taken frem them to support the extrava~ 
gance ofthe great mea—and that it ix full of that which 


sends to free them from prevailing enormous wickedness, | 


«nd te make the citizens virtuous > Alfa, that it is well» 


F 
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calculated to epen the eyes of the people ta lock in uponthe — . 


proceedings of the public, and kootww and judge fer thema _ 

Sekuess whan their richis and privileges are enjoyed or ` 
Agíringeds and therefore fuitable to remove ignorance - 
Sram the countey, which isas benefeialte men wbo wii 
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DECLARATION or RIGHTS. 
Pe 4 > = ra ows : i dii r S l 
MADE BY, 7 7757 


The REPRESENTATIVES of the Frees 
men of thé State of FRANRLAND,. — 


ce 


€ f — i 7 
L s x t. s d IE . . 
e. x HAT all political power is vefted in, and 
derived from the pecple only.- "t 
II, That the people of this State ought to have the 
fole and exclufive right of regulating the iaternal go« 
vernmentand.police thereof. > `= LM 
- IH. That no man, or fettof men, are entitled to. 
exclufive or feparate emoluments. or privileges from. 
thecommunity, but in confideration of public fervices. 
IV? Thatthe Legifiative, Executive, and Supreme. 
Judicial powers of porem ought to be for ever.: . 
ar weparate and diftin& from each other. . an oes 
: V. That all powers of fufpending laws, or the exe~ 
tution of laws, by any authority, without the confent 
of the Reprefentatives of the people, is injutious to’ . 
their rights, and ought not to be exercifed. E 
VI. That elections of members to ferve as Repres“. 
fed@Rives, in General Affembly, oughtto be free. 
VII. That, in all criminal profecutions, -every 
mag basa right to be informed of the accufation 
agamft him, and to confront, the accufers and wit- —; 
nefes with other teftimony, and fhall not. be com-- 
peli to give evidence againithimfelf. - ^" ^ ^- 
: ii i A 4 . VIII.. 


crime but by the unanim 
_ and lawful met, in open court, as heretofore ufed.- 


: ments inflicted. 


VIH. iat to anfwer any | 
criminal chin M prefentment; or 
impeachment. “M EY - | 


IX. That no fr hal! be convicted of any 


ous verdict of a jury of goad 


K. That exceflive bail fhould not be required; nor 
exceilive fines impofed, nor cruel-or upufüal punifh- 


é is 


XI. That general warrants, whereby an officer or 
meflenger may be commanded to fearch fafpe&ed pla- 
ces, without evidence of the fa& committed, or to 
feize any perfon or perfons not named, whofe ofen- 
ces are not particularly deferibed and fupported by 
evidence, are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to 
be granted. ] Pre 

AIL. That no freeman ought to be taken, impri- 
fored, og diffeized of his freehold, liberties, or pri- 
Aileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner dee 
ftrayed or deprived of his life, liberty, or property, 

| 


Dot by the law of the land. — , 


XHT. That every freeman; reftyainedof his liber- 
ty, is entitled te a remedy, to enquire into the law- 
fulnefs thereof, and to remove the fame, if unlawful ; 


-and that fach remedy ought not to be denied or de- 


fayed. i . L 
XIV. That in all controverfies at law, refpecing 
property, the ancient mode of trial by jury is one of 
the bef fecurities of the rights of the peopie, and 
ought.to remain facred and inviolable. We 
XV. That the freedom of the prefs is one of the 
great bulwarks of liberty, and therefore ought never. 
to be retrained, i AE m 
XVI. That the people of this State ought not to 


` be taxed, or made fubjeét to payment of any mph or 
elf re- 


duty, without the confent of themfelves, or th 
prefentatives, in General Affembly, freely given. 
XVII. That the peaple have a right to bear grms 
for the defence of the State; and as ftanding armies, 
im time Of peace, are dangerous to liberty, theyought — 


E 4 


me PS 


+ fot tobe, kepg M * fhould: be 
kept under ftris " F, š 
the civil powers ONE ~ . 
* KVIN. That the”) 


. rightto Worfhip Almighty God according to tlie dic- - 


*. tates of their own coníciences. - 

XX. That, for redrefs -of grievagces, and for a- 
mending and ftfengthening the laws, .eleétions ought 
to-be often held.:. z : 


, CXXI, "That a frequent recurrence to fandarnental 
‘principles is abfolutely neceflary to preferve thé blef- - 


fings of liberty... E " 

XXII That no hereditary emoluments, privile- 
ges, or honors, ought.to be.granted or conferred in 
this States. PEU D E Ste say ' 


XXIIL. That perpetuities and monopolies are coms - ' 


trary to.the geniis of a free State, and ought not to ` 


be allowed, '. : ogee dX E * ; 
XXIV. That retrofpective laws, punifhing facts 


* 


committed before the exiftence.of fuch laws, and hy ` 
them only: declared criminal, are oppreflive, unjufe . 


and incompatible with liberty; therefore no: e $e... 


facio law oughtto.be.matlez: 3: °°. 
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deret roand rdblved. upon by tho REPRESENTATIVES: 
of tee Frecisen of the State of FRANELAND», p 2 
ad shofers for that particular purpofes.in Cénwertian ; 
affflsbled, at, Greenewille, the 14th of Novem, 17852. 
€ à * 2 | 5 ] l 
z 
Hrs State hall: be called TB: Commonwealth: 
of Prasklamd, and thall be governed by a Ge-. 
neral Affémbly of the reprefentatives of the freemen . 
ef the fame, a Governor and Council, and proper- 
sourt of jufüce, in the manner followings wiz, . | 
Section 1. The fupreme legiflative power fhall be - 
vetted in a fingle.houfe.of Reprefentatives of the free. | 
men 9f the commonwealth of Frankland. .. a" 
Sell] 2, The Hopfe of. Reprefentatives.of the frees. | 
sen of this State hall confiftof. perfons moft noted for - 
wifdom and virtue, to be chofen equally and ade. . 
quately according to the number-of:freemen,in the- ' 
. commonwealth; provided when the number amounts. 
to onë hundred it. (Hall never exceed it,; nor be ever afs 
terwatds reduced lower than eighty, and every coun- 
ty fhail annually fend thenumber apportioned to itby — | 
the General Affembly. l E 
Se, 3. No perfon fhalt be eligible to, or hold | a. 


fent in the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the fieemen, | 
E QE: | 


aaa - BR 
gu. velides in; 
Y urtie quantity-of one 


3 of the fuIPMDE Call 
fon fhall be eligible or capable to ferve-in this or any 
~escother office in the civil department of this State, whe 
ds of an immoral character, or guilty of fuch flagrant 
- enormities as drunkennefs, gaming. profane fweare | 
ing, lewdnefs, Sabbath-breaking,. and fuch like s-or 
who will, éither in word or writing, deny any of the 
following propofitions, wiz. . EM ED 
< 1f, That there is one liviup.and true God; the 
Creator and Governor uf the univerfe, aa © 


*.. ad, That there is a future Rate of rewards. and pus | 


niments. : . cd me. 
3d, That the fcriptures ofthe Old and New Tefta~. 
ments are given by divine infpiration, | UT 
.. 4th. That there are: three divine perfons iu the. 
Godhead, co-equal and co-effential. ^ ^ : 
And no.perfon dhall be a.member of :the Honfe of? 
Reprefentatives, who holds.a lucrative office either 
a «ander this or other States; 72at ds; has a, fixed falarv 


or fees from-the State, or is in:a&aal inilitaty fervite- 
and claiming daily pay, or minifter of sthe golpel, or 


` attorney at law, or doctor. of:phyfic. T 
0, Se. 4.. Evety itce mále inhabitant: of. this 
7. State, of the age of-tquenty one years, who fhall have - 
refided in this State fix months immediately preceding. 
! . thoday of ele&ion, hall have a.vote in. electing. aif. 


1 officers chofen by the ptople,: in the county where he 


i rofides è 


. Sede. ge- The Honfe: of:Reprefntativés of this. 
commonwealth fhall be, filed the Geseral djembly of 


the Reprcfentatiwes of ibe Freeuen af Fraakiasd 3 and. 
fhalt have power tochoofe their own Speaker; and all 


feo? fifty Pounds, and : 
pue years, - And vio per- 


n 


other officers, .'T'reafurer, Secretary. of- State; -füpe- ^ 


rior Judges, Auditors, members to Congrefs. . Théy- 


„shall have power to fit on their own adjournments ; io - 

prepare bills, and to enact them into laws.;--to judge: 
_ of the. ele&tions.of, and qualifications of, their own: 
ME o &65 ` members 


Be i 


i 


13 
members : 
cond time for WM l 
oaths on the examinati 
vances, impeach State | 
incerporation, confiitut s€ 
counties, and hall have all othe 
for the Legiflature of a free State or commonwealth. 
But they fhall have no power to add, alter, abolifh, 
or infringe any part of the Conftitution. 

Two thirds of the whole members elected fhall con- 
flitute a Honfe, (and the expence from the appointed 
time “till they make a Houfe, Mall be laid on abfen- 
tees, without reafonable excufe) andhaving metand : 
choien their Speaker, fhall, each ‘of them, before. | 
they proceed to bufinefs, take and fubferibe, as wel] 
the oath of fidelity and allegiance hereafter. directed, 
as the following oath— BED | 

.* I 4. B. do (wear, That, as a member of this 
* Affembly, Fwill not propofe or affentto any bill og | 
* refolution, which hall appear to me injurious to 
£ the people, nor do, nor confent.to any actor thing 
€ whatever, that thajl have a tendency to leffen or 
« abridge the-rights and privileges as declared in the | 
* Conflitution of this State ; but will in all things | 
€ conduct myfelf as a faithful hone Reprefentative 
* and guardian of the people, according to the beit 
* of my judgment and abilities. Se help- me God.’ 

The doors of the houfg in which the reprefentatives' 
ef the freemen of this State thall fit in General Af- 


Aref grie- 
Mer charters of 
es, boronghs, and 


pers 
r powers neceflary J. 


fembly hall be and remain open, for the admiffion of 

„all perfons who thall behave decently ; except when 

m good of the commonwealth requires them to be 
uf. 

Sef. 6. The votes and. proceedings of the General 
Affambiy fhall be printed weekly, during their fitting, . 
with the Yeas and Nays on any queftion,, vote, or re- 
folution, (except when the vote is taken, by ballot) 
when any two members require it; and every mem- 

"ber fhall have a right to infert the reafons of his 
vote upon the-Joutnals, if he defires ite. 


i 
m 


| 
J 


H Sd. P ! 


" 
rond 


: be more maturely cNMBIME 
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Se. 7. That. Já 


EK. mag 
po tf e danger rf halty . 
and injudicious deterfmA ps much as poflible 
prevented, all Bills of. a pub'ft and general nature 
fnall be printed for the confideration of the people, 7 
Before they are read in General Aflembly the laff. 
time, for debate and amendment; and, except on . 
occafions’of füdden necefüty, Mall not be pafled into — ... 
laws before the;next feffion of Affembly : And, for i: 
the more perfé&t fatisfattion of the public, the'rea- 7 "^ | 
fons and motives for making fich, laws hall be fully, 
and clearly expreffed in the preambles. , oo es 
Se. 8. The file of the. laws ofthiscommonwealth: — — 
fhall be; Be it enacted, and ii is hereby enaGed, bythe s 3 


" 


AP MED 


law ; which-Seal thall be kept by.the Affembly, and- 
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Seda 9. As in every free government the people ai 
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Broted for, and the: 
BN the Afembly finit 
oximine, and the MK in votes fhali he declared 

conititutionally eleéted ; but no perfon fliali be eligi- - | 
ble-more than three years out of feven, norholdany | 
otlitr office at the fame time, . 
ded. 12. This State hall bedivided into fixgrand | 
divifions: each of which, as in the above mentioned. 
fection, thall choofe a Counfellor: And. thefe divifi- ~, 
ons fhall be thrown into three clafles, numbered E | 
zd. and sd, which fhel change their members in ^, 
Council by rotation, beginning with the firft clafs the | 
fit year, after they have ferved one, and the feconds \ 
thé fecond year, and fo on forever; by which means , 
fome acquainted with’ bufinefs will be always in Coun- | 
eil: And no perfon fhall be eligible more than three | 
years in feven, nor fhall hold any other office in the: 

_Srite. 

". Se. 13..The Governor and Céuncil fhall meet | 
annually atthe fame time and place with the General | 
Agembly : The Governor, or; in his abfence, the ` 

. Ligutenant Governor, who thall be one of their nim- | 

: beg chofen by the reff, with the Council,’ (two.thirds | 
of% hem kall make a board} thall have power to çor- 
sefpond with other States: to tranfact bufinefs with . 

; he officers of government, civil and military 3 to 

“prepare fuch bufinefs as may appear to them necelary 
tode laid before the General Affembly : "They fhall 

*  alfe have power to grant pardona.and remit fines, in: 

, alli cafes whatfoevez, except in cafe of murder, im- 
peachment, and treafon, which they may reprieve | 
‘dll the ond of the next feflion of: Affembly ; but. | 

'thére Mall be no mitigation of.punifhment on im- 
peachment, valeh by act.of,the Legiflature : They , 

are to take care that the-laws Be faithfully executed 5 | 

.t expedite theexecution of fuch meafures as may be. 
zefbived upon by the General Affembly : They may 
€raw upon che Treafary for fuch fams as fhall be ap- | 
ppopriated by the Houfe of Reprefentatives—they ; 
may. alfo. lay embargoes, or prohibit the exportation 

` ? EE 
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Hot exceeding chi 


<i any Commodity for Syl 
eral Affembly only s- 


days, in therecef: of the 

‘They may grant licences, as the laws fhall direct, and _ 

fhali have power to convene the Houfe of Reprefenta- 

tives, when neceffary, before the day ta which they 

The Governor fall be commander. 
` án chief of. the forces of the State; but; {hall not. 
command in. perin, except advifed. thereto by the- 

: Council, and then only fo long. as they thall approve 
of; 'lhewGovernor and Council fhall have. a. Secreta. 
ry, and keep fair books of their proceedings, wherein. — 

Counfellor may enter his diflent, with-his . reg: 

fons in füpportof. it 

S22. 144 All commiffions and grants-fhall be inthe . 
name and by the authority of the freemen of the com- 

' monwealth of Frankland, fealed.with the State Seal, 
Signed by the Governor, or, in his abfence, the Lieu. 

, and, attefled by the Secretary z= 

which Seal fhall be kept, by the Council. i 

. No, Juflice of the peace- Thall receive any. 
fee, gratuity, or reward for his fervices as a Juftice :. ` 

But all other officers- of. this State fhall he allowed as , 
moderate fees or falaries as pollible, :to be ay. adequate : 
compenfation for their fervices. And iftany officer. 

‘hall take other of greater fees than the laws.allow, it- 

fqualify him,to hold any, office - 


avere adjourned. 


tenant-Governg 


fhall ever afterwards di 


Sect, 16, Every officer of government fhall. be lic. 
able to he impeached by the General .Affembly, or- 
prefented by. the grand jury of any. of:the fupe. ` 
rior courts, either in office or after. his refignation : 
or removal, for mal-adminiüration. .Ali.impeach- 
ments fhall be before a temporary court, comppfed of. 
the Governor or Lieutenant. Governor, and twomem-. 
bers of the Council to be chofen by the Council ; thes - 
three fenior judges of the Supreme Court; and three 
members of the General Affembly to be chofen by the - 
Affembly, who fhall, or an 


Fein E y five of them, hear and: 
termine the fame, : 


v 


woe 


P appointed, and no pe ] 
years füccefüvoly. The Secretary of'State, Attorney 


46 be. 0 

SeG. Y. The f 
riot eligible, more than esp 
General, Anditors, and fitch like officers, fhall be 
triennallys but removable for mifcondu&. And any 


. officer, reprefentative in'General Affembly, or in the 


Congress of the United States, who is convicted ofa 


fecond violation ofany part of this Confitution, fhall 
be for ever afterwards difqualified to hold any ‘place 


or office in this State. "n 

Se&. 18. "Fhaot:in very cafe, where any officer; 
che right of whofe appointment is, by this Conftitu- 
tion, vefted in the General Affembly, fhall, during 
theirrecefs, die, or his office, by other means, be- 


4.. 5 


come vacant, the Governor fhall have power, with ' 


the advice of the Council of State, to.fill up fach 
vacancy; by granting a temporary commiffion, which 
fhall expire at the end of the next feffion of Affembly. 

Se. 19. That no "Tresfürer; until he hall have 


finally fettled liis.accownts withthe public, and paid 
the money remaining in his hand te the fucceeding | 


"Treafürer, nor any perfon who heretofore has been, 


„or hereafter may be,a Receiver of public monies un- ` 


counted for and paid into the treafüry all monies for 


der this or any other State, until he has ie ace 
which he may accountable ‘and liable, fhali 


ave a 


feat in the General fembly, or be eligible to any . 


civil. offic in this State. CO2 >. 
." Se&..20. "The frésmen: of each county hall, for 
the purpofe of cafes juttice and conveniency in hold- 
ing elections, amd other public affairs, be divided ine 
to diftri€ts, as near one hundred in each as local. ciee 
cumftances will admit. ;. EE AM OR 
Se&. 21. The freemen of each diftriét fhall meet 
upon the fecond Tuefday of February forever, and 
at their firt meeting ele& three of their ov -mem~- 
bers, who fhall- be called. Regifters,. and. who-fhatl 
keep a fair alphabetical roll of thé freemen of their 
diftrid. Any two of them agreeing, orupon advice 
of any five freemen, fhall have power ta aflemble the 


GN ea 


- 


Mane. i 


of Stéte fhall be anngalij : = i 


& Costo of Franklaed. < 7 


_ firft election, fhall continue in office one year, the- fe. 


~ fhall be eligible for two years after he has ferved his: 


. Giftrict, within ten days after the election,—and when ^ . : ; 


v 


freemen Sf their diftri&t to. confult for the common . . 
good; give infruGions.to their Reprefentatives, orto — - 
apply to the Lepiflature for redrefsof grievances by ads 
drefs, petition, or remonftrance: ‘They fhall prefidein > 
all civil difriételections, HAN meet twice; or oftener, ` 
^in the year, to deliberate upon and prepare to lay be- 
fore the people fuch matters as may be neceflary for 7, ° 
them to.coniider. And, to keep up a rotation ọf thë © | 
| 


* 
à 


members, thé perfon who fhall have feweft votesat the 
cond two, and the higheft three. And no Regifter 


term. © 5 ai z. : : 

^ Se. 22. That ele€tions may be free,-and corrup- 
tion prevented as much as poflible, the: Regiflers of - 
each diftri& hall fammon the freemen of their. dif. 
trit to meet at fome convenient place, upon the firi: ` 
Tuefday of March forever; where they thall elect, by - 
ballot, all the officers for their diftrict, which hal be ~ 
hereafter directed, and the number of perfons, Indi). 
criminately, out of the county, appointed to repre- 
fentit in the General Affembly, in the following man- 
ner—= The fenior Regifter fhall call each freeman- by 
name,.in the order of the roll, who fhall give dús, 
ti¢ket or tickets to the fecend Regifter, and-the high» 
eft in votes for diftri& officers fhalr then be declared. 


- Conflitutionally ele&ed ; but the names of the, per- 


fons to reprefent the county in General Affembly, and 
their refpeétive numbers of votes, thall; by ore of the 
Regifters, be laid before a meeting of ‘One froih each 


all are examined, the higheft in votes fhall be declared ` 
conflitutionally elected, and certified by the fame Re- 
gifter. Nofreeman (hall have, in this commonwealth, . 
more than annual vote for any officer of governinent, 
and the Legiflature hereafter to. be appointed fall, | 
from time to time, enact and keep in force füch laws ' +: 
as may appear neceflary to prevent and remedy every 
fpecies of corruption, and to oblige freemen to attend 
upon elections. a T s 


Aw 


+e 
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> > $ Confitution of Frankland. mE 
Ss. 23. Juitices of the peace fhall be eleted for 
] each county, tenor more, by the freemen, as fhall, 
by the General Affembly, be thought neceffary for 

each, of thofe refiding within the fame, and qualified 
a as mentioned in $6 3. who fhall be commiflioned, 

during good behaviour, by the Governor or Lieute-^ 
nant Governor in Council: And no Juftice of the 
peace,-or any-other commiffioned officer, fhall hold 
his tommiffion who mifbehaves, or is found guilty of 
fuck things as difqualify ; nor fhall any one be chofer e 
` whois not a fcholar to do the bufinefs, ‘nor, unlefs ac- 
quaibted with the laws of the country in fome meafure, 

T butbarticularly with every article of the Conflitution. 

a. 24. f T'o prevent the civil power ufur ing fpi- 
ritual fapremacy, the eftablithing of profeíhons, de- 
nominations, or fects of religion, or patronizing ec- 
Clefiàfical hierarchies.and dignitaries, alfo to fecure 

_ teligious liberty and therights of confcience for ever 
inviflaie,—every citizen of this commonwealth fhall 

forever have full and free liberty to join himfelfto any 

fociety of Chriftians he may judge moft for his edifi- 

. cation, and hall experience no civil or legal difadvan- 

tagdtfor ,his fo doing : And every fociety or congre- 

l £ati)n fhall have full liberty, without any reftraint , 

T tron: law, ta choofe any miniíter they think beft fuited: 
for their Chriftian inffru€tion, and to füpport him as 

| 9iney think beft: And every fuch fociety or congrega- 
2 tion fhali have full right to hold all lands ei or 


S 


purchafed by, them, for the ufe of their fociety, or 
| any other property they may poffefs for religious pur- 
) | pofes: And’ the fociety, or any defcription of men- 
" €hofen by them, with power to atin their name, fhall.. 
have power to receive, or to make and.execute deeds,, 

and enter into fuch other fpecialtiesas tlie fociety may 

| ~  dire&t them to make ; and fhall have full power, by: 
their agent, treafureg, or collectors. to.receive, réco- 

ver and retain all property and money juftly due to 
. them, im as full a manner as any other collector or a- 
^ gent in this commonwealth., And the future Legifla- 


= TT 


Cozffitetion of Braiblands . £9 
Yaw, act, or refolve whatfoever refpe&ing religionor 
the {pirithal fervice we owe to God; but fhall confine 
themfsives wholly to matters purely civil, ~ 

Sed, 25. Laws for the encouraging of virtue, and. 
preventing and fupprefling of vice and immorality, 
fhall be. made and conflantly kept im force, and pro- 
vifion fhall be made for their due execution: 

Sz. 26. That no perfón in the State fhall hold 
more than one lucrative office.at any ons time, pro- 
vided that no appointment in the militia, or the of- 
fice of a Juftice of the peace, fhall be gonfidered as 
a lucrative office. ^ ` 

$4. 27. All writs, hall run in the name of the 


4 


- Stateof Frankland, and bear tet, and be figned by 
^ the clerks of the refpe&tive courts. Indiétments fhall. 
 €onclude, againft the peace and dignity of the State. 


Se. 28. That the delegates of thi? State to the 
Continental Congrefs, while neceffary, fhall be cho- 


‘fen annually by the General Affembly, by ballot, 


but may be fuperfeded, in the mean time, in the fame 


 mianner ; and no perfon fhall be elected to ferve in . 


that capacity for more than three years fucceflively. 
Sz. 29. ,A.Sheriff and Coroner fhall be annually 
elected, onthe day, and in the manner, for ele&ing 


‘Réprefentatives in General Affembly, who fhall be. 


commifüoned as before mentioned ; and no perfon 
fhall be eligible mote than two years out of fiye.— 
Alfo Commifüoners, Affeffors, Overfeers of thé{poors 
Surveyors of roads, and all fuch officers as each dif- 
trict may require, at the fame time and in fach num- 
ber as in future may appear neceffary to the Le- 
iflature. ^ s 

Se&. 30. "That the perfon of a-debtor, where there- 

is not a ftrong prefumption of fraud, fhall not be. 
continued in prifon, after delivering up, bona fide, 
all his eftate, real and perfonal, for the ufe of his 
creditors, in fuch manner as Shall he hereafter regu- 
lated ‘by law. - All prifoners (hall be bailable by fuf- 
ficient fureties, unlefs for capital offences, where the- 
proofis evident or the prefumption great. 
| E ` " Deci. 3*5 Y 


ca 


(2a Gokfiitations of Brankiand. `| | 

Sa. 31. That every foreigner, who comes to fet- 
tle in this State, having firft taken an oath of allegi- 
ance to the fame, may purchafe, or, by other jeft 
means, acquire, hold, and transfer land or other-real 
eftate, and, after one year's refidence, fhall be deemed 
a free citizen, AM 

Se. 32. All kinds of ufeful learning hall be en- 
couraged by this commonwealth, hat is to fay, the 
future Legiflature fhall ere&, before the year feven- 
teen hundred and eighty-feven, one iei which 


fhall be near the centre of this State, and not in a city 
or town: And, for endowing th» fame, there fhall 
be appropriated fach lands as may bejudged neceflary, 
one fourth of all the monies arifing from the furveys 
of land hereafterto be made, one halfpenny upon 
every pound of infpected indigo, that fhall be carried 
outof the State, by land or water; threepence upon 
every barrel of flour, and one fhilling on every hoge 
fhead of tobacco, forever.* — And, if the fund thence 
_arifing fhall be found infafficient, the Legiflature fhail 
provide for fuch additions as may be neceffary. And 
if experience fhall make it appear to be ufeful to the 
intereft of learning in this State, a Grammar Schoo 
Shall be erected in each county, and fuch fuma -paic 
by the public a3 fhall enable the trufteés to employ : 
mafter or mafters of. approved morals and abilities. 

Se. 33. That no purchafé of lands fhall be mad 
of the Indian natives, but on behalf of the public 
by authority ofthe General Affembly. | ` 
` Seda 44. That the future Legiflatare of this. State 
fhall regulate entails in füch a manner a6, to prever 
perpetuities. x ewe, 

Se. 35. That the Declaration of Rights is her 
by declared to be a part of the Conftitution of th 
State, and ought never to be violated, on any pri 
tence whatfoever. `` ph 

Se#. 36. No tax, cuflom or contribution fhall ] 

- impofed upon, or paid by, the people of this Stat 
nor any appropridtion of public monies made by t 
| | Lggit 


* Dit to. ns is mentioned in the Piefact, 


A we e- 7, 
Conftitution of Prank: 


Legillature, except by a law for that purpolé; and 


the purpofes for which the money is raifed, and to 
which it is appropriated, fhall be clearly expreffed in 
the preamble. And, annually, the General Affem- 
bly fhall publifh a full aceount of all money paid into 
the Treafury, and by whom alfo of all paid outof 
it, to whom, and for what. T -` 


v, 


Sed. 37. If any difpute oridifference fhall arife be-. 
twixt citizens, in matters of debt, property, cha- 
raCter, or fuch things, the parties, agreeing to fate 
their difpute, and leave it.to arbitration, “fhall pro- 
ceed in the following. manner ;—they fhall apply by 
joint petition to the Regifters of the diftri& where the 
cafe exifts, or the defendant lives, unlefs they fhall 
otherwife agree, who fhall name, in writing, twenty- 
four fubftantial freemen refiding in the fame, and the 
parties fhall alternately ftrike out one until one half are 
ftruck out, then the parties fhall draw by lot fuch an 
odd number as they fhall agree upon, out of-the re- 
mainder, who, after taking an oath to try the cafe in - 
difpute without favor, affection, or partiality, shall 
hear and finally determine the fame. 

Se. 58. The printing preffes fhall be free to eve- 
ry perfon who undertakes to examine the proceedings 
of the Legiflature, or any perfon or part of govern- 


` ment; and no profecution fhall commence againft a ^ 


~ printer for printing any thing whatfoever, provided 


u 


he gives up the perfon's name. 

Seda 39. "The Legiflature häll take care to pro- 
portion punifhments to the crimes, and may provide 
houfes for punifhing, by hard labor, thofe convicted of 
crimes not capital, wherein the criminals fhall be - 
employed, for the benefitof the public, or for the 
reparation of injuries done to private perfons. Alt 


. perfons, at proper times, fhall be admitted to fee 


à 
} 


the prifoners at their labor. ~ 
Se. 40. The inhabitants of this State fhall -have 
liberty to fowl and hunt in feafonable times, on the 
Jandsthey hold, and all others therein, not inclofed, 
and in like manner to fifh in al] boatable waters, and 


‘others, not private property. Sef. 


e 


e 


Sca TI Leeiflature hereafter to be chofer 


Mall provide that marriages, in this commonwealth. 
be regularly and folemnly celebrated, between one 
man and one woman, before free and fingle. | 

SeT. 42. ‘That this Conftitution may be the better 


anderftood by the citizens of this commonwealth, and. 


be more effectually kept inviolate to-the lates ages, - 


the future Legiflature fhall employ fome perfon or 
perfons, at the public expence, to draw it ont into a 
familiar catechetical form, and the Regifters fhall 
take care that it be taught in all the fchools within 
their refpe&tive diftriGs; and fhall further provides 
that afufficient number of the Conftitution be printed, 


. that each citizen may have one, as the inviolable 


charter of his privileges. | 

^ Sef. 43. The future Legiflature fhall choofe and 
keep 2 chaplain during their feflion, ifto be obtained, 
and fliall annually invite fome minifter of the gofpel 
to doen their fir fefüon, after the annual eleftions 
with a fermon. . age | 
Se. 44. The privileges and benefit of WE. it of 
Habeas Corpus hall be enjoyed in this commonwealth, 
in the moft frec, eafy, cheap, expeditious and ample 


manner, and fhall not be fufpended by the Legiida- - 


fions, and fora limited time, not exceeding twelve 


ture, except upon the mof urgent and prefüng lve 
months; And, in all cafes, every perfon fhall enjoy 


Se#. 45. in order that the freedom of this com- , 


the liberty of being heard by himfelf and his Couhfel, — 
. monwealth may be preferved inviolate forever, there 


fhall be chofen by the free fu&rage of the freemen of 
this State, onthe day of “in the year 
one thoufand feven hundred andninety, and in every 
fucceeding fifth year forever, twenty-four freeholders > 
two thirds of which fhall conftitute a board in every 


‘cafe, and known by the name of a Council of Safety, 


and fhall meet onthe . day of 

next enfuing their election, who, during one year 
after faid day, fhall have full power, and their duty 
fhall be, to enquire whether the Conftitution has been 
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preferved ó 
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ly per- 
have af- 
ther pow- - 
fitution, or 
inve. 


re Lat 


er powers 


fhall they be invefled with empt to exercife, 


attemp 
And no perfon € eligible as a member of thi 
Council, who has held any civil ofice; (except a 
Jultice of the peace and fubaltera in the militia) for - 


the fpace of twò immediately preceding years, nor 
hall he hold any other office in government. white 


isa member of Council. 

Se. 46. Effates thall not be entailed : and When 
a perfon dies inteftate, his or E; tethall be equally 
divided among their children, confidering the part . 


every child before received ia his or her proportions —— ` 


gd widow p picis pid fhare, or lier dower; at 
heroption. AlE other inteíiates efiates, as may be 
diredted by the fütvre Lle É 
c. ERE aye This form of government fhall be en- 
Jed on parchment, and be depofited in the Secre- 
~~ tary’s ofice, and be a part of the laws of the Iand ; ‘ 
and printed copies thereof hall be prefixed to the 
boox containing the laws of the commonwealth, in 
all future editions of she faid-laws. \ 


> 
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A true copy from: the Original, 
_ aittefied fer Francis Ae Ramsar, chrE. 
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